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SHORT STORIES: - 1 

TOPIC: - THE TIGER IN THE TUNNEL 
RUSKIN BOND 

1. CHARACTERS 
 

 Baldeo – A watchman who was in charge of a 

tunnel through which trains used to pass. His duty 

was to inspect the tunnel for wild animals or any 

other obstructions. At the end he kills the man-

eater tiger and gets killed in the struggle. 

 

 Tembu – Watchman’s son, 12 years. he takes over 

his father’s duty after his death. 

 

 The Tiger – A man-eater. It attacks Baldeo but gets 

killed by his axe. 

 

2. PLACES 

 

 The story happens in a jungle. 

 

 Baldeo’s hut – A very small hut on the outskirts of 

a jungle. 

 

 There is a railway station at the edge of the village. 

It was not used by passengers. A few trains used to 

stop for a while at this station to get safety signals 

from Baldeo. There is a distance of 3 miles 

between Baldeo’s hut and the railway station. 

 

 Tunnel – The tunnel connects Baldeo’s village and 

another village across the jungle. 

 

3. SUMMARY 

 

“The Tiger in the Tunnel” tells the story of an Indian 

family who faces the stark reality of their humble 

existence with honor and duty. These themes permeate 

the characters’ lives and actions, and highlight Bond’s 

take on the place of service and family, as well as the 

theme of protection in relation to family. 

 

Tembu is a twelve-year-old boy who lives with his 

father, Baldeo, as well as his mother and younger 

sister. They live in a tribal village on the outskirts of a 

jungle, in India. The family faces a meager 

subsistence, as they are dependent upon a nearby rice 

field for produce, and the field provides very little. To 

earn more money, Baldeo works as a watchman for the 

railroad. He is stationed at a nearby way station, and 

must sit in a bare hut near the tunnel of the story’s 

namesake, which is cut into the rock. Baldeo’s job is to 

keep the signal lamp lit, and to also ensure that there 

are no obstructions in the tunnel so that the overland 

mail can pass through the tunnel. 

 

Occasionally, Tembu accompanies his father on his 

job, thus sleeping inside the little hut. One night he 

awakens to find his father leaving to check the signal 

lamp, and thinks to go with his father. Baldeo, 

however, tells Tembu to remain in the hut, where it is 

warm and safe. 

 

Baldeo heads to the tunnel, and while walking in the 

dark, thinks about the various animals he might 

encounter along the way. The villagers all tell stories 

of an infamous tiger known as a “man-eater.” The tiger 

has supposedly been seen quite often in the area, 

especially around the tunnel. Baldeo, however, has 

never seen or even heard the tiger while on his trips to 

check on the signal lamp. Even if he did, Baldeo feels 

certain that he can handle himself. Not only is he 

familiar with the jungle, he carries a weapon. It is a 

small axe that Baldeo knows how to use both deftly 

and expertly. It was given to Baldeo by his father, and 

he sees it as an extension of his own person. 

 

When he arrives at the tunnel, Baldeo finds that the 

signal light is indeed out, and sets about relighting it. 

He then walks down the length of the tunnel to ensure 

that there are no obstructions in the way. The train is 

late on this night, but Baldeo soon feels the trembling 

of the ground, signaling the overland mail train’s 

approach. Tembu is still awake back at the hut, and 

soon feels the trembling of the ground as well, so waits 

for his father to return as his work should be done. 

 

Right before the train reaches the tunnel, a tiger 

springs into the entrance and charges at Baldeo. 

Baldeo knows he cannot run from the tiger, so stands 

his ground. He keeps his back to the signal lamp and 

brandishes his axe. When the tiger attacks Baldeo, he 

lunges to one side and manages to bury his axe in the 

tiger’s shoulder. The fierce blow only upsets the tiger 

more, and it attacks Baldeo again. Baldeo jumps to the 

tiger’s side and again buries his axe into the tiger’s 

shoulder. This time, however, the axe lodges too deep 

into the shoulder blade and becomes stuck, leaving 

Baldeo defenseless. The tiger lunges at Baldeo one last 

time, finally managing to topple the defenseless 

Baldeo and rip him apart. 

 

The tiger is so strained from its battle with Baldeo that 

it does not notice the fast-approaching train. There is 

no place for the tiger to escape to, so it rushes into the 

tunnel, with the train hot on its trail. The train finally 

exits at the other end of the tunnel, and everything is 

silent. When the train driver inspects his headlamps at 

the next station stop, he finds nearly half of the tiger’s 

body stuck on the train, and realizes that the tiger must 

have been dissected by the train’s engine. 
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Though the train driver is shocked and amazed at the 

find, Bond contrasts this amazement with Tembu’s 

shock back at the tunnel. Tembu has arrived at the 

tunnel to find his father’s broken body. The crying 

child remains with his father’s corpse all night to 

protect it from scavenging animals like hyenas. The 

next day, Tembu’s family mourns Baldeo’s passing. 

They continue to mourn for the next two days as well. 

Once the mourning is over, Tembu takes up his 

father’s job at the tunnel, ensuring that the signal light 

is always lit and that there are no obstructions in the 

tunnel itself. The reader finds that the family’s safety 

and survival has now fallen on Tembu. Tembu, 

however, does not seem afraid. He had his father’s 

axe, after all. And Tembu knows how to wield the axe. 

 

Bond’s story highlights the theme of protection, and 

protection in relation to family, in several ways 

throughout the piece. First, Baldeo knows that his 

family cannot exist solely from what the small rice 

field alone produces, and so takes a job as a watchman, 

despite the perils. Baldeo, as most of the villagers 

know, understands that there are dangerous animals 

about, but he believes in himself and, ultimately, 

knows he must perform his duty to ensure his family’s 

wellbeing. As such, Baldeo meets danger head on each 

night he goes to check the signal lamp. His family 

comes first, but Baldeo’s actions also highlight the 

larger scope of protection as he is keeping the tunnel 

safe for the overland mail train. Baldeo’s actions show 

that he is a watchman for both the public and private 

sectors of his life. 

 

The theme comes full-circle when Tembu takes up his 

father’s mantle by taking the job as watchman. As 

such, he is the provider for his family, thus the 

protector as well. In addition, he now protects the 

train. The ending alludes to the fact that Tembu now 

has the same confidence that Baldeo had, especially 

with the axe. More importantly, Tembu’s role as 

protector shows that duty, courage and confidence are 

all necessary traits in ensuring survival for Tembu and 

his family, and for ensuring survival in a world that 

can often be harsh. 

 

4. QUESTION AND ANSWERS 

1. Who was Baldeo? What was his work? 

Ans: - Baldeo was a watchman. He was responsible 

for signaling the trains whether or not the tunnel was 

clear of obstruction, and his hand-worked signal stood 

before the entrance. At night it was his duty to see that 

the lamp was burning and that the overland mail 

passed through safely. Also, he was Tembu’s father. 

 

2. Where was Baldeo stationed? 

Ans: - Presently Baldeo was stationed at a station 

which was more life a shack amidst the heavy jungle. 

It was a station only in name as the trains rarely 

stopped there. Most trains only slowed down before 

taking the sharp curve before the cutting. 

 

3. Who was present with him? What did that 

person tell Baldeo right after this? 

Ans: - Baldeo’s twelve years old son, Tembu was 

present with him. He asked his father if the latter 

wanted him to accompany him to the station. 

However, Baldeo refused saying that it was cold 

outside. 

 

4. What did Baldeo said in response to it? Why? 

Ans: - When Baldeo’s son, Tembu asked his father if 

he should accompany him to the point where he would 

signal the train, Baldeo denied saying that he should 

not get up as it was very cold outside. 

 

5. What did Baldeo carry with him always? How 

was it helpful to him? 

Ans: - Baldeo used to carry his axe with him always. 

He never parted with it. The axe head was of pure steel 

and had been made by his father over charcoal fire. He 

could cut down trees with it and if the situation 

required, could hunt with it and protect himself also. 

 

6. What was Baldeo doing in the jungle? 

Ans: - Baldeo was a watchman. He was responsible 

for signalling trains whether or not the tunnel was 

clear of obstruction. He was in the jungle, near the 

tunnel as it was time to signal the train. 

 

7. Why did Baldeo have no shelter? 

Ans: - Baldeo was in the jungle. The cutting led to the 

tunnel. He knew that running away was of no use and 

hence he had no shelter. The tiger could easily run and 

catch him. 

 

8. Who was the animal being talked about here? 

What was he famous about? 

Ans: - The animal being talked about here is a tiger. 

He was famous for being a man-eater and the tunnel 

was one of his favourite hunting spots. It’s next target 

was Baldeo. 

 

9. How did Baldeo use his axe against the animal? 

Ans: - When the animal attacked Baldeo, he moved 

swiftly and hurt him badly with his axe. However, the 

tiger again attacked and Baldeo attacked him with a 

more severe blow. However, his axe got stuck in the 

tiger’s bone. As a result, Baldeo was left without a 

weapon. 
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10. What was the result of the encounter between 

Baldeo and the animal? 

Ans: - The result of the encounter between the tiger 

and Baldeo was devastating for both. The tiger had 

killed Bladeo after his axe got stuck in the tiger’s 

shoulder bones. But the tiger was also not able to 

move swiftly as a result and was cut into half by the 

moving train. 

 

11. The station, a small shack backed by heavy 

jungle, was a station in name only. Why? 

Ans: - The station was a station in name only because 

trains only stopped there for a few seconds before 

entering the deep cutting that led to the tunnel. 

 

12. Where did Baldeo spend the night? 

Ans: - Baldeo spent the night in a hut in the middle of 

a jungle. 

 

13. What was Baldeo responsible for? 

Ans: - Baldeo was the caretaker of the station in the 

middle of the jungle. He was responsible for signaling 

whether or not the tunnel was clear for trains to pass 

through the tunnel. At night, Baldeo had to make sure 

that the signal lamp at the tunnel was burning, to allow 

the night train to pass through safely. 

 

14. Where did Baldeo’s family live? 

Ans: - Baldeo’s family lived in a small tribal village 

on the outskirts of the forest, about three miles from 

the station. Baldeo’s son, Tembu sometimes slept in 

the hut with his father. 

 

15. Why did Baldeo have to take up the job of a 

Khalasi? 

Ans: - The family’s small rice fields did not provide 

them with more than a bare living, so Baldeo had to 

take up the job of Khalasi at the small station in the 

jungle. 

 

16. Name four wild animals which were to be found 

in the forest. 

Ans: - The wild animals one could encounter in the 

jungle were man-eating tigers, panthers, boars and 

barking deer. 

 

17. Do you think Baldeo was afraid? Highlight the 

sentence in the story that gives you the answer. 

Ans: - No. Baldeo was not afraid of the jungle that 

was full of dangerous animals. The sentence that tells 

the reader that he is unafraid is: Baldeo walked 

confidently for being a tribal himself, he was used to 

the jungle and its ways. 

 

18. What weapon did Baldeo carry? Who had made 

it? 

Ans: - Baldeo carried a small axe which was fragile to 

look at but deadly when in use. The axe had been 

made by his father over a charcoal fire. 

 

19. Why did the barking deer call out? 

Ans: - The barking deer let out a frightened cry 

because it might have been afraid of the dark and it 

sensed imminent danger.  

 

20. How did Tembu know that the train was 

coming? What is he waiting for? 

Ans: - In the small hut, the trembling of the ground 

told Tembu that the train was approaching. The boy 

woke up and mumbled to his father that it was time to 

light the lamp. When he realised that his father had 

already gone, he lay down again. He was now wide 

awake, waiting for the train to pass, waiting for his 

father’s returning footsteps. 

 

21. What made Baldeo’s job as a signal man 

dangerous? 

Ans: - In his job as a signal man, Baldeo had to be 

constantly wary of the threat of dangerous wild 

animals like man-eaters and panthers. Although he had 

heard many stories of the tunnel tiger, he hardly 

believed these tales because he had not encountered 

the beast since he had arrived at the station in the 

middle of the jungle. Just a few days before, the 

villagers had killed a panther with their spears and 

axes. 

 

22. Highlight words and phrases from the text that 

describe the tiger. 

Ans: - The man eater had a huge body with eyes that 

shone a brilliant green in the light from the signal 

lamp. The great brute moved rapidly towards Baldeo. 

The author describes the tiger as fearless. 

 

23. What was Baldeo more worried about: his own 

safety or his son’s? 

Ans: - When Baldeo heard a thump and the rattle of 

small stones, he knew the tiger had sprung into the 

cutting. Baldeo listened carefully, wondering whether 

the beast was heading towards the tunnel or going in 

the opposite direction, to the hut. His first thought was 

for the safety of Tembu, because his son lay 

unprotected in the hut. 

 

24. Why did Baldeo decide to fight the tiger? 

Ans: - Baldeo decided to stand and fight the tiger 

because he realised that trying to escape in the dark 

would be useless. The tiger would be more sure-footed 

than Baldeo and could spring on him from behind in 

an instant. 
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25. How did Baldeo die? 

Ans: - When Baldeo bravely struck the tiger on its 

shoulder with his axe, the weapon remained stuck in 

the beast’s bone, leaving Baldeo without a weapon. 

The tiger roared in pain and sprang on Baldeo, 

bringing him down and then tearing at the man’s 

broken body. Baldeo only felt a searing pain down his 

back before the night closed in on him forever. 

 

26. Why did the tiger enter the tunnel? 

Ans: - The tiger was in agony because of its wounded 

leg and did not notice the faint rumble in the earth, 

caused by the moving train. The train entered the 

tunnel and the tiger saw it but found himself trapped. 

Since there was no escape through the cutting, the tiger 

entered the tunnel, running as fast as his wounded leg 

would carry him. 

 

27. What happened to the tiger? 

Ans: - The train passed through the tunnel and the 

tiger was cut into half by the engine. A major portion 

of the beast’s body got stuck in the train’s cow-

catcher.    

 

28. Why was there excitement at the station? 

Ans: - When the engine slowed down at the next 

station, the driver decided to examine the head-lamps. 

His discovery of the dead tiger’s body lying above the 

cow-catcher created considerable excitement at the 

station. 

 

29. What was happening at the cutting? 

Ans: - While there was an air of excitement at the next 

station, back at the cutting there was no sound except 

for the sobs of the boy sitting beside the body of his 

father. 

 

30. Why did Tembu sit beside his father’s body? 

Ans: - Tembu sat there for a long time, unafraid of the 

darkness, guarding his father’s body from jackals and 

hyenas until the relief-watchman arrived at the first 

light of dawn. 

 

31. Why did Tembu take up his father’s job soon 

after his death? 

Ans: - His father’s death plunged Tembu, his sister 

and mother in grief for two whole days. Tembu took 

up his father’s job soon after his death because life had 

to go on and he was now the only earning member of 

the family. The responsibility of providing for the 

family now fell on Tembu. 

 

 

“All our dreams can come true, if we have 

the courage to pursue them.” 
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SHORT STORIES: - 2 

TOPIC: - A CUP OF TEA 
KATHERINE MANSFIELD 

1. CHARACTERS 
 

 Rosemary Fell, the most character, is a very 

wealthy woman and not simply well wealthy. The 

author brings out now by writing that Rosemary 

went searching to Paris from London. She bought 

countless flowers from one amongst the foremost 

modern streets in London. At the look too she 

would throw her weight around by telling them her 

likes and dislikes. She was a clannish quite an 

individual. She had the antique look, from that she 

shopped, to herself and therefore continuously 

most well-liked to travel there. and also the 

merchandiser too unbroken initiatory her by that 

she was anxious. 

 

 Miss Smith, the poor girl picked up and fed by 

Rosemary 

 

 Jeanne, a housemaid 

 

 Philip, Rosemary's husband 

 

2. BACKGROUND 

 

This story was written on 11th of January back in the 

early 1922, which was first published in the famous 

“Story-Teller” magazine and later appeared in 

Mansfield‟s short story collection “The Dove‟s Nest”. 

The story associates with the deplorable conditions of 

New Zealand at the time when it used to be a British 

Colony. The trends of class distinction were at its 

peak, a noticeable issue which needed to be brought 

forward influenced Mansfield to pen it down. 

 

3. SUMMARY 

 

The story begins with a depiction of the chief 

characteristics of the female protagonist- Rosemary 

Fell. She was pretty, young, brilliant, extremely 

modern, extra ordinarily well dressed, amazingly well 

read. She was very rich and organized parties; and her 

parties were the most delicious mixture of the really 

important people. Her shopping used to be very 

expensive and choosy. 

 

One winter afternoon Rosemary went inside a little 

antique shop in Curzon Street. This was the usual shop 

where the shopkeeper was ridiculously fond of serving 

her. The man on the counter showed her “an exquisite 

little enamel box” with a very fine glaze as if baked in 

cream. The shopman was much interested to sell this 

creamy box to her as he would gain a big margin. As  

the box was too expensive, priced twenty eight 

guineas, Rosemary asked the shopkeeper to keep it for 

her. 

 

The weather, too, on that winter afternoon was not 

fine. It was rainy and dark. Rosemary also felt a cold 

bitter taste in the air and thought of having an extra 

special tea at home. At that very instant a young thin, 

dark, shadowy, a little battle poor creature – a beggar 

girl – later named Miss Smith asked for the price of a 

cup of tea, in a very sobbing. 

 

Rosemary thought of extra ordinary more than extra 

ordinary adventure. She brought that shivering thin 

beggar girl to her big cosy house though the poor girl 

was very apprehensive. Rosemary wanted to prove to 

that girl that wonderful things happen in life, that fairy 

god mothers (like her) were real, that rich people (like 

her) had hearts that “women were sisters”. 

 

The poor beggar girl felt much uncomfortable in her 

new surroundings amidst warmth, softness, high a 

sweet scent, beautiful big bedroom, curtains, wonder 

furniture, gold cushions and comfy chair of 

Rosemary‟s house. After much difficulty Rosemary 

could handle that poor girl and make her take a slight 

meal of sandwich, bread and butter, and tea. The slight 

meal had a big effect upon the poor beggar girl. 

 

At this juncture Philip, Rosemary‟s husband entered 

their room and wanted to know all about this real pick 

up. He tried hard to make Rosemary understand the 

difficulties in her plans to be nice to this pick up girl, 

and he explained that Rosemary‟s plans were just not 

feasible. But Philip had to adopt some other method to 

get rid of this poor beggar girl. He aroused feelings of 

jealously in Rosemary‟s mind by praising beggar girl‟s 

beauty. He called her „pretty‟ „absolutely lovely‟. Now 

Rosemary considered the beggar girl her rival in 

beauty and love. Rosemary did not want to lose her 

husband. She paid the poor little girl a present of 

money and sent her out. Rosemary dressed up herself – 

by doing her hair, darkening her eyes and putting on 

her pearls – in order to look attractive. As she talked to 

her husband her tone became husky and troubled. Now 

she could see the danger in her fascinating plan. 

 

4. QUESTION AND ANSWERS 

1. The story begins in this year. 

Ans: - 1917. 

 

2. The story takes place in this city. 

Ans: - New York. 
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3. Where was the young woman standing when 

approached by the strange man? 

Ans: - Street. 

 

4. What item of clothing does the woman don to 

protect her from the rain? 

Ans: - Sweater. 

 

5. What type of store is mentioned in the beginning 

of chapter 2? 

Ans: - Antique. 

 

6. Who visits the store? 

Ans: - Rosemary. 

 

7. What is the woman's last name? 

Ans: - Fell. 

 

8. What is the name of the store owner? 

Ans: - Rhenquist. 

 

9. What color is the square of velvet? 

Ans: - Blue. 

 

10. What does the man offer to sell to the store? 

Ans: - Enamel box. 

 

11. What picture appears on the item? 

Ans: - Hat. 

 

12. What second item catches the woman's eye? 

Ans: - Letter opener. 

 

13. Explain the opening scene of the book. 

Ans: - The novel opens with the image of a young 

woman standing in the rain. It is evening, and she is 

only wearing a thin sweater. The woman appears to be 

poor and has lost her way. She is solicited by a man 

but sends him away. 

 

14. Who is Rosemary? 

Ans: - Rosemary Fell is a wealthy debutante. She is 

engaged to Philip Alsop, the owner of a shipping 

business. Rosemary is, in general, a kind-hearted 

woman with good intentions. Rosemary loves to shop, 

hold luncheons, and spend time with her friends. She 

is looking forward to being married. 

 

15. What is Rosemary's first stop? What does she 

purchase? 

Ans: - Rosemary goes to an antique shop, a regular 

stop on her route. The owner fawns over her as she 

clearly has money to spend. The man says he has 

saved something for Rosemary. He shows her an 

etched enamel box and delicately whispers the price 

into her ear. The man does the same with a silver letter 

opener. Rosemary jokes that the letter opener should 

be a useful tool. 

 

16. Justify the title of the story „A Cup of Tea‟. 

Ans: - „A Cup of Tea‟ is an interesting story by 

Katherine Mansfield. She has appropriately chosen 

this title. The story throws light on the lifestyle of 

different women for whom fashion and show remain 

the ends of life. They miss no chance to show off their 

affluence by going for antiques and old books. This 

story writer brings out the contrast between the rich 

and the poor. The real story is centralized around the 

matter of a cup of tea. 

 

A poor little girl asks Rosemary Fell for a price of cup 

of tea. Out of generous show off her affluence, 

Rosemary takes her home. She offers tea and snacks to 

the poor girl? In the meantime her husband Philip 

comes. He is surprised to see the poor girl who 

appears to him pretty and dovely when Rosemary 

knows it she becomes jealous of the poor girl. She 

Offers some money to her and asks her to go away. 

The story ends over a cup of tea. So the title is most 

suited. 

 

17. Write a character-sketch of Rosemary 

highlighting: 

(a) her appearance  (b) her hobbies 

(c) her‟affluence  (d) her sense of kindness 

(J) her eccentricity  (g) her jealousy 

 

Ans: - Rosemary Fell is the most prominent character 

in the story. She is young, brilliant, extremely modem, 

exquisitely well-dressed and amazingly well-read lady. 

She belongs to an affluent family. She likes to enjoy 

the parties of important people and artists. She is also 

fascinated for shopping and antique collection. The 

shop-keepers flatter her. 

 

Rosemary is of generous nature. When she comes 

across a poor girl asking for the price for a cup of tea, 

she feels pity for her. She takes her home. She 

provides her tea and snacks. She becomes too much 

eccentric to the poor girl, so she provides her with her 

coat and other comforts also. 

 

After all she has a heart of a lady. When her husband 

comes, he becomes . attracted to the girl. He asks 

Rosemary to take the girl to the dinner. He also says 

that the girl is pretty and lovely . This makes 

Rosemary jealous of the girl. Then suddenly her mind 

turns. She offers some money to the girl and asks her 

to go away at once. 
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18. Write a character-sketch of the poor girl, Miss 

Smith in your own words, covering the following 

aspects: 

(a) her poverty        (b) her beauty 

(c) her timidity        (d) her distrusting nature 

(e) her behaviour 

 

Ans: - Miss Smith is a poor girl with a major role in 

the story. First she appears when Rosemary Fell comes 

out of ah-antique shop. It is raining. The girl asks 

Rosemary for the price of a cup of tea. Rosemary turns 

to the ; girl who was extraordinary. She takes the girl 

home. She provides her with i her coat. The girl is no 

doubt beautiful. Though poor she looks confident. I 

Philip, Rosemary‟s husband is surprised to see her. He 

is much attracted to j her, that he wants to take her to 

dinner. 

 

The girl is looking somewhat timid for poverty. First 

she suspects whether Rosemary would send tier to the 

police. Her behaviour is childish. She is fascinating. 

She behaves like a nursery child. She is amazed to see 

the things in Rosemary‟s house. Rosemary offers her 

some money and ask her to go away out of jealousy. 

Very innocently Miss Smith goes away. Learn the 

following special uses in the text 

 

19. Why does Rosemary like shopping at antique 

stores? 

Ans: - Rosemary believes in materialism. She also 

likes the way of flattery which the shopkeeper at the 

antique shop treats her. 

 

20. What does Rosemary‟s response to the 

shopkeeper‟s flattery reveal about her character? 

Ans: - Rosemary is fond of getting a treatment full of 

flattery. She is easily influenced by the owner at the 

antique shop. 

 

21. What plans for Miss Smith does Rosemary have 

at first? 

Ans: - When Miss Smith asks Rosemary the price of a 

cup of tea, it seemed to Rosemary an adventure. To 

take her home would be a thrilling experience. 

 

22. How does Philip react towards Miss Smith? 

Ans: - He immediately understands the situation when 

he looks at the hat and coat lying on the floor. He 

wants to send Miss Smith out, as she belongs to a poor 

class. 

 

23. What idea do you get about „Philip‟ from the 

story? 

Ans: - Philip, Rosemary‟s husband, is a practical and 

very tactful person. He wants to send Miss Smith out  

of his home. He also knows the jealous nature of his 

wife very well. 

 

24. What kind of a person is Rosemary? 

Ans: - Rosemary, the main character, is a snobbish 

kind of person. At the flower shop she would throw 

her weight around by telling them her likes and 

dislikes. She is fond of receiving flattery and praise 

from everyone. Rosemany loves reading books and 

novels. But she is always lost in the world of dreams, 

fantasy and romance. 

 

25. Does the girl‟s reaction to Rosemary‟s invitation 

surprise you? 

Ans: - The girl‟s reaction to Rosemary‟s invitation is 

really surprising. There was pain in her voice. She 

anxiously asks Rosemary if she was not taking her to 

the police station. Miss Smith feels herself to be a 

captive, netted very firmly by an unknown person. The 

girl breaks down in tears and says she cannot go on 

any longer. 

 

26. Is Rosemary a good kind-hearted lady or a 

superficial one? 

Ans: - Rosemary is not a kind-hearted lady. She shows 

sympathy towards a poor girl, and instead of giving 

her the price of tea, she drags her home. Rosemary‟s 

intention in doing so is just to influence her friends, 

and building an image of godmother in the poor girl‟s 

mind. 

 

27. How was Rosemary‟s perception of herself 

changed by the end of the story? 

Ans: - The wealthy Rosemary invited Miss Smith 

home with her. She really wanted the chance to show 

off her lavish life style. In order to feel good about 

herself and her possession, she needed others to tell 

her that what she had was very good. While chatting 

with Miss Smith, she considered the differences in 

their lives and thought herself lucky. 

 

28. In “A Cup of Tea” by Katherine we have the 

theme of jealousy, insecurity, materialism and class 

snobbery. Comment. 

Ans: - Katherine Mansfield has elaborated various 

human weaknesses beautifully in this story. Rosemary 

has a car and by introducing the car into the story it is 

possible that the writer is further highlighting the class 

difference that exists between Rosemary and those 

around her. A word of praise for the girl from Philip 

makes Rosemary jealous. She felt insecure although 

her husband loved and adored her. Thus jealousy, the 

universal human feeling turns her into a hard realist. 

By telling the reader that Rosemary must have the 

little box of the antique shop, the writer is highlighting 

the importance of material things to Rosemary. 
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29. In what way Rosemary is different from other 

people? 

Ans: - Rosemary, the main character, is an extremely 

rich lady. She goes shopping to Paris from London. 

She is a snobbish kind of person. The antique shop 

dealer keeps flattering her by which she is carried 

away. She is young, brilliant, extremely modern and a 

well dressed lady. But she is a vain person also. She 

loves reading books and novels. She is always lost in 

the world of dreams, fantasy. and romanticism. She 

does not know about the realities of the world. She 

becomes jealous, when her husband Philip admires the 

girl‟s look. 

 

30. Why was Rosemary unable to buy the box at 

the antique shop? 

Ans: - After admiring the box once again she put on 

her gloves. She had to take her husband‟s permission 

to buy that box. As men are not interested in these type 

of things, and women are dependent on men 

economically so Rosemary could not buy that box. 

 

31. How does Rosemary treat the poor girl at 

home? 

Ans: - She takes the girl home, ushers (takes) her into 

her private bedroom, and makes her comfortable. 

When the girl begins to cry, she puts her arm around 

the girl‟s thin bird-like shoulders and promises to look 

after her. When Rosemary‟s husband Philip asks about 

her identity, the young girl tells what is clearly a false 

name (Smith). 

 

32. How is it beneficial to Rosemary taking the poor 

girl home? 

Ans: - It is interesting that Rosemary, while the poor 

girl is in her bedroom having tea, leaves the poor girl‟s 

hat and coat on the floor. When the poor girl begins to 

cry, she caresses her with love and promises to look 

after her. She considers that in this way she will be 

able to boast about to her friends. 

 

33.  What is the significance of Philip‟s role in the 

story? 

Ans: - Although initially surprised, Philip recovers and 

asks to speak to Rosemary alone in the library. Philip 

conveys his disapproval when Rosemary resists 

dismissing Miss Smith. Philip tries another more 

successful tactic. He says to Rosemary that Miss Smith 

is very pretty. In this way Philip is a very practical and 

tactful person. 

 

34. Why does Philip want to send Miss Smith out of 

his home? 

Ans: - Philip, Rosemary‟s husband is shocked by two 

things – First by how attractive Miss Smith is and 

second by the inappropriate relationship that exists  

between the two women. The girl might be an 

unemployed shop girl who is sponging off his wealthy 

wife, but at a deeper level there is a suggestion that she 

might be a woman of questionable character. At the 

time in the early 20th century, the employment of 

single females in occupation such as miliner (hat 

maker), shop assistant and other forms of lowly jobs 

were regarded loosely as prostitutes. 

 

35. Which is the main turning point in the story? 

Explain. 

Ans: - Rosemary‟s change of attitude towards Miss 

Smith after Philip tells her that he thinks Miss Smith is 

pretty is the main turning point in the story. It is from 

Philip‟s remark that the reader realises not only is 

Rosemary jealous of Miss Smith (because she is 

pretty) but she also appears to be insecure about her 

own physical appearance. It may also be the case that 

Philip is attempting to manipulate or control 

Rosemary, By telling Rosemary that Miss Smith is 

pretty, Philip is aware that it will result in Rosemary 

not only feeling jealous but it will also ensure that 

Miss Smith leaves their home. 

 

36. How can you say that Rosemary feels insecure 

about her own physical appearance? 

Ans: - How insecure Rosemary may feel about her 

physical appearance is noticeable by the fact that after 

Miss Smith leaves Rosemary‟s home, she does up her 

hair, darkens her eyes a little and puts on her pearls. 

This action is important enough to suggest that 

Rosemary is attempting to make herself pretty, at least 

in Philip‟s eyes. The fact that Rosemary asks Philip for 

money to buy the little box may also be significant as 

it shows the importance of material things to 

Rosemary. The story ends with Rosemary asking 

Philip, “Am I pretty ?” and this shows how insecure 

Rosemary feels about her physical appearance. 

 

 

 

“The secret of getting ahead is getting 

started.” 
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SHORT STORIES: - 3 

TOPIC: - HOW MUCH LAND DOES A MAN 

NEED? 
LEO TOLSTOY 

1. CHARACTERS 
 

 Pakhom. The protagonist of the story, Pakhom is a 

peasant farmer turned landowner.  

 The Devil.  

 The Younger Sister/Pakhom's Wife.  

 The Elder Sister/Merchant's Wife.  

 The Traveling Peasant.  

 The Passing Merchant. 

 The Bashkir Elder.  

 The Lady Landowner. 

 Semyon 

 The Bashkirs  

 The Old Soldier  

 The Bankrupt Peasant  

 The Workman 

 

2. SUMMARY 

 

The story opens in a Russian peasant village in the late 

19th century. A wealthy elder sister visits her younger 

sister, a peasant who lives in the village. The elder 

sister brags about her lavish lifestyle and mocks her 

sister's poverty. But the younger sister retorts her way 

of life is more secure since the elder sister may lose 

her wealth. Money, she adds, leads to dangerous 

temptations like gambling and drinking. 

 

Pakhom, the younger sister's husband and a peasant 

farmer, is listening. Privately he agrees his lifestyle 

keeps him busy and free from temptation. He longs for 

more land, however, and thinks if he had enough land, 

he wouldn't even fear the Devil. 

 

But the Devil is hiding in the house and hears 

Pakhom's thoughts. He resolves to get the best of 

Pakhom by tempting him with land. 

 

The next winter a landowner near Pakhom's peasant 

commune decides to sell her privately owned land. 

Pakhom has often been fined by the landowner's 

steward for accidentally letting his animals onto her 

property. 

 

At first he and the other peasants in his commune try 

to buy the land collectively. The Devil tempts them to 

argue, however, and they can't agree on a price. The 

peasants decide to purchase land individually instead. 

 

Pakhom and his wife save money and buy a 40-acre 

farm on the landowner's estate. Pakhom is excited; he's 

never had his own land before. 

As a landowner Pakhom runs into new problems. His 

neighbors' animals now graze on his property 

constantly. At first Pakhom forgives his neighbors, 

who don't have much land themselves. Eventually, 

though, he has had enough. He complains to the 

District Court. 

 

His neighbors are punished with fines. They openly 

resent Pakhom as a result. An unknown culprit cuts 

down trees on his property, and Pakhom falsely 

accuses a peasant named Simon. Meanwhile Pakhom 

hopes to increase his landholdings when he hears 

several neighbors are moving away. 

 

One day Pakhom hosts a visiting peasant who lives 

beyond the Volga River. The visitor tells Pakhom 

about the cheap and fertile farmland beyond the Volga. 

Each peasant is guaranteed 25 acres and the 

opportunity to buy freehold or privately owned land. 

Eager to leave his village, Pakhom moves his family to 

the new location. 

 

Pakhom applies and is accepted into a commune in the 

new village. He "[stands] treat to the Elders," a ritual 

in which he pays for their food, drink, and 

entertainment. His 125 acres make him wealthier than 

ever. Soon, however, he realizes he doesn't have 

enough good soil to sow a steady crop of wheat. He 

needs virgin, unfarmed soil or fallow land—soil that 

goes without crops for a season before it can be farmed 

again. And the market for land is competitive, so 

Pakhom has to scramble every year to rent what he 

needs. He starts saving to purchase freehold land. 

 

After three years he's close to buying 1,300 acres of 

his own. Then he hosts a land dealer who is traveling 

from a settlement belonging to the Bashkirs, a 

nomadic Turkic tribe in eastern Russia. The dealer 

claims the Bashkirs are selling virgin soil for less than 

two cents an acre. Pakhom is intrigued by the good 

land and low price. 

 

As soon as the dealer leaves, Pakhom and his servant 

head for the Bashkirs' land, traveling for seven days. A 

good-natured people, the Bashkirs live in tents and 

spend their summers eating, drinking, and enjoying 

themselves. 

 

The Bashkirs are delighted to host Pakhom. They find 

him an interpreter since the Bashkirs don't speak 

Russian. Following local custom, Pakhom gives gifts 

to his hosts, and they offer to repay him with anything 

he wants. Pakhom asks for some of their land. 

 

Privately the Bashkirs discuss his request, laughing. 

They decide Pakhom can choose as much land as he 
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wants, but they debate whether to get their Chief to 

approve the gift. 

 

The Chief returns to the tent. He agrees to let Pakhom 

take all the land he likes. Pakhom asks for a signed 

deed to secure his ownership, and the Chief agrees to 

this as well. The Chief then says the price of the land 

is 1,000 rubles a day. 

 

Pakhom is confused; how can he measure land by the 

day? The Chief explains Pakhom can have all the land 

he can cover on foot during one day from sunrise to 

sunset. If Pakhom doesn't return on the same day to the 

spot where he began, though, he'll lose his money. The 

Chief suggests Pakhom use a spade to dig holes and 

mark where he's been. Delighted, Pakhom anticipates 

getting more land than ever. 

 

That night Pakhom can hardly sleep. He plans to cover 

35 miles the next day. He imagines all the farming he 

can accomplish once the land is his. 

 

Before dawn he dreams the Chief is sitting outside his 

tent laughing. The Chief becomes the dealer who told 

him about the Bashkir land. The dealer turns into the 

peasant who urged him to go beyond the Volga. 

Finally the peasant becomes the Devil, who is 

"chuckling." In front of the Devil lies a dead man and 

Pakhom is shocked to realize the dead man is himself. 

He wakes horrified. But he quickly dismisses the 

dream, eager to begin measuring his land. He gathers 

the Bashkirs. 

 

Pakhom and the Bashkirs arrive at a steppe, or large 

treeless plain, just before sunrise. After giving the 

Chief 1,000 rubles, Pakhom prepares for the journey, 

bringing bread and water with him. He decides to go 

toward the rising sun. 

 

As the day begins, Pakhom walks at a regular pace. He 

soon notices the land gets better the farther he travels. 

The rising heat makes him tired, and he wants to stop 

and rest. Still, he convinces himself to keep going. By 

midafternoon he reluctantly turns around, worried if he 

keeps going, he will go too far to return. 

 

Now exhausted and in pain, Pakhom makes his way 

back to the Bashkirs. He panics since the sun is 

already starting to set. He regrets marking off too 

much land. Pakhom runs as quickly as possible to get 

back in time. Soon he can't breathe. 

 

The Bashkirs call to him from the steppe. The Chief is 

laughing, and Pakhom remembers his dream from the 

night before. Though Pakhom is now convinced he 

will die, he keeps running. The sun appears to set just 

as he reaches the steppe. But Pakhom thinks the 

Bashkirs can still see the sun from where they're 

standing. He runs up the steppe and collapses; he's 

made it back with moments to spare. 

 

Still laughing, the Chief praises Pakhom‟s effort. But 

soon the Bashkirs and Pakhom‟s servant realize 

Pakhom is dead. Pakhom‟s servant buries him in a six-

foot-long grave. The narrator remarks that these six 

feet are all the land Pakhom needs. 

 

3. QUESTION AND ANSWERS 

1. What did the two women discuss? Were they 

related to each other? 

Ans: - The two women discussed about the town life 

and village life. They were sister. 

 

2. What did one woman say in defense or rural life? 

What was the counter argument? 

Ans: - She said that rural life is free from worries. 

 

 3. Pakhom listened to the women‟s chatter. He 

stared brooding and reached a conclusion. What 

was the conclusion? 

Ans: - He reached the conclusion if he had enough 

land his life would be free from worries. 

 

4. When the Devil heard Pakhom‟s musings, what 

did he decide? 

Ans: - The Devil decided to give Pakhom enough land 

and get him in his power. 

 

5. The estate-owner, on whose land Pakhom was 

tenant, sold her land. Who bought the land? 

Ans: - His neighbors bought fifty acres. Pakhom 

bought forty acres. 

 

6. How did Pakhom manage to put together the 

money for buying the land? 

Ans: - He sold his colt and some bees. He borrowed 

some money from his brother-in-law. 

 

 7. Pakhom met a stranger one day. Who was this 

stranger? What information did he give to 

Pakhom? 

Ans: - He was a peasant. He said that the land beyond 

Volga was very good. 

 

8. A trader told Pakhom something about the land 

of Bashkirs. What was it? 

Ans: - He told that he could buy a land at very low 

price. 
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9. Who were to Bashkirs? How did Pakhom make 

friends with them? 

Ans: - Bashkirs were simple people. They lived in 

tents. Pakhom gave them gifts to make them friends. 

 

10. Bashkirs wanted to repay Pakhom for his gifts. 

What did Pakhom want from them? 

Ans: - Pakhom wanted their land from them. 

 

11. „Our price is always the same: one thousand 

roubles a day,‟ the chief said. What did he mean? 

Ans: - It meant one could buy as much land as one 

could cover on foot in a day. 

 

12. On what condition did the chief agree to sell 

land to Pakhom? 

Ans: - The condition was that Pakhom had to come 

back to starting point before sunset. 

 

13. What is the moral of the story? 

Ans: - The moral of the story is „Greed is curse.‟ 

 

14. Why does Pakhom want to buy land at first? 

Ans: - Pakhom wants to acquire as much land as 

possible because of his greed. In the story, Pakhom‟s 

sole goal in life is to acquire as much land as he can 

get his hands on so that he can attain wealth through it. 

It is a telling example of colonialism and the relentless 

pursuit of wealth. 

  

15. How did Pakhom die? 

Ans: - Having been in the hot sun all day, Pahom dies 

from exhaustion. In the end, it is shown that all the 

land a man needs is enough to bury him in. Leo 

Tolstoy really shows that when a person allows greed 

to overtake them, then we all fall prey to the devil. 

  

16. How does Pakhom change when he becomes a 

landowner? 

Ans: - After Pakhom becomes a landowner, he slowly 

turns against his neighbors. He starts complaining 

when they or their livestock trespass on his property. 

  

17. What is the Bashkirs attitude toward land 

ownership? 

Ans: - They are generous, and understand that you 

don't need to have a lot of land to be happy. Why does 

Tolstoy describe the Bashkirs the way he does? To 

have them represent how land ownership should be 

and represent the ideal. 

 

18. What does Pakhom dream about? 

Ans: - Leo Tolstoy's "How Much Land Does a Man 

Need?" Pakhom dreams of being awakened to find a 

man laughing outside of his tent. When he approaches 

the man, the man transforms from the Bashkir Chief, 

to the dealer, to the peasant from the Volga, to the 

Devil. 

  

19. What type of character is Pakhom? 

Ans: - In Tolstoy's parable, "How Much Land Does a 

Man Need?" the main character named Pakhom is a 

man who is never satisfied, a characteristic suggested 

in the title. He also is acquisitive, and he later becomes 

irrational. 

  

20. How much land does it take to feed a person? 

Ans: - The FAO reports 7.9 billion acres of arable land 

in the world; If it takes 3.25 acres to feed one person 

the typical western diet, then our 7 billion+ people 

would required over 21 billion acres, or the equivalent 

of almost three planet Earths. 

  

21. How much land does a man need Summary? 

Ans: - At the new commune, Pakhom is allotted one 

hundred acres of land, twenty-five acres for each 

member of his family. He is also granted use of the 

communal pasture and finally has plenty of good, 

arable farmland. He begins to grow corn and wheat. 

He wants to grow more wheat but does not have 

enough suitable land. 

 

22. How much land does a man need irony? 

Ans: - Six feet is the unexpected answer to the title of 

the story. Situational Irony - Pahom is expected to 

receive a great amount of land for an extremely low 

price once he reaches the starting (and finishing) point 

in the land of the Bashkirs. Instead, Pahom collapses 

and dies, getting only six feet of land for his grave. 

  

23. What happens on the last day of Pakhom‟s life? 

Ans: - On the last day of his life, Pakhom walks too 

far in order to get more land and dies of exhaustion. 

  

24. How much land does a man need publisher? 

Ans: - In How Much Land Does a Man Need, 

originally published in 1886, Tolstoy departs from the 

realist mode of his great novels—War and Peace and 

Anna Karenina—and adopts the markedly oral 

narrative style of skaz, a language at once rich and 

easily accessible to the simple folk he now wished to 

address. 

  

25. How much land does a man need 

foreshadowing? 

Ans: - An example of foreshadowing is when Pakhom 

says, “If I were to have even a little land then the devil 

himself could not stop me”, yet later on in the story 

after he has acquired land he is stopped by the devil 

whilst. 
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26. Who was Pakhom? 

Ans: - Pakhom Character Analysis. The protagonist of 

the story, Pakhom is a peasant farmer turned 

landowner. Motivated by the elder sister's criticism of 

country life and guided by the Devil, however, 

Pakhom progresses from a poor, yet happy, peasant to 

a greedy and prideful landowner. 

  

27. In what does Pakhom find security? 

Ans: - The Bashkirs offer Pakhom a deal for a 

thousand rubles, but he seeks security by requesting 

legal documents. He meets a man he had thought of as 

chief of the Bashkirs, but who was also the one who 

had told him about the land deals; now he recognizes 

the man as the devil. 

  

28. Who is the antagonist in how much land does a 

man need? 

Ans: - Antagonist. A man named Pakhom gets the idea 

to get more land. The Devil wants to ruin this for him. 

He begins to get more land and money over time, and 

eventually he gets an offer from some people called 

The Bashkirs. 

 

 

“It‟s hard to beat a person who never gives 

up.” 
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SHORT STORIES: - 4 

TOPIC: - THE THREE STRANGERS 
THOMAS HARDY 

1. CHARACTERS 
 

 Shepherd - welcoming owner of the cottage. 

 

 Shepherd's wife - frugal wife of the Shepherd. 

 

 Constable - man of 50 who leads the search. 

 

 Stranger #1 - the criminal. 

 

 Stranger #2 - the executioner. 

 

 Stranger #3 - the brother of the criminal. 

 

2. SUMMARY 

 

“The Three Strangers” is one of the stories included in 

Thomas Hardy’s collection of “Wessex Tales”, 

originally published in 1888, but the story first 

appeared on its own in “Longman’s Magazine” and 

bears the date of March 1883. Its first readers in 

Hardy’s native Dorset would have been well aware of 

the hard times then being experienced in the rural 

areas and would therefore have related sympathetically 

to the conditions hinted at in the story, which was set 

in the 1820s during a similar period of agricultural 

distress. 

 

The setting is an isolated shepherd’s cottage on the 

downs not far from the county town of Casterbridge 

(Hardy’s name for Dorchester). The house, named 

Higher Crowstairs, is in an exposed location and 

therefore bears the brunt of all the wind and rain from 

whatever direction it may come. The weather is bad on 

the March night when the events of the story take 

place, during a celebratory party following the 

christening of the shepherd’s youngest child. 

 

The reader is introduced to the residents and guests in 

the cottage, who number nineteen in all. Everything is 

very friendly and convivial in the cramped space of the 

cottage’s living room, where there is just enough space 

for dancing to the music of a violin and serpent (a 

wind instrument in the shape of a snake). Meanwhile, 

a stranger approaches the house and waits until the 

music dies down before knocking on the door. He is 

welcomed inside by the shepherd, sits in the chimney 

corner to dry off, and is given tobacco and the loan of 

a pipe. He tells the company that he is from “further up 

the country”. 

 

He has hardly had time to get settled when there is a 

second knock at the door and another stranger comes  

in. He says that he is on his way to Casterbridge but 

would appreciate shelter from the rain, plus a mug of 

mead (an alcoholic drink made from honey) which he 

is sure the shepherd’s wife must have as he has seen 

her beehives outside. She is reluctant to give him much 

of this, but the shepherd is more hospitable and 

continues to refresh the stranger’s mug, much to his 

wife’s displeasure. 

 

There is then a discussion as to what the second 

stranger’s profession might be, given that the 

shepherd’s wife has become very suspicious of him. 

The second stranger makes a game of it by dropping 

clues such as “the oddity of my trade is that, instead of 

setting a mark upon me, it sets a mark upon my 

customers”. He then starts singing a song, with words 

of his own, that soon tell the reader (and then the 

assembled company), that he is the new hangman who 

is about to start his duties at the local jail. 

 

People start whispering among themselves that he has 

come on this night because there is to be a hanging at 

the jail in the morning, this being of a poor man from 

several valleys away who, being unable to get work at 

his trade of clock-making, and with his family 

starving, had stolen a sheep and been arrested. Sheep-

stealing was a capital crime before 1832, and it is clear 

from the conversation that the sympathy of the locals 

is with the man who is about to be hanged. 

 

There is then a third knock at the door and another 

man enters, begins to ask the way to somewhere, but 

then catches sight of someone else in the room, turns 

deathly pale, and runs off. The firing of a gun is heard 

in the distance, and the second stranger, now revealed 

as the hangman, tells everyone that this is a signal that 

a prisoner has escaped from the jail, at which everyone 

assumes that it must be the condemned man, and that 

he must be the man who has just arrived and left in a 

hurry on seeing the hangman, although this ignores the 

fact that he could have had no idea as to what the 

hangman looked like. 

 

One of the guests at the party is the local constable, 

who is called upon by the hangman to organise a 

search party, which he proceeds to do. All the males 

rush off, lanterns in hand, while the women go upstairs 

to attend to the baby who has started crying in distress 

at all the noise and hullaballoo. With the room empty, 

two people return, these being the first two strangers 

who proceed to help themselves to cake and mead 

before shaking hands and going their separate ways. 

 

The search party eventually catches up with the third 

stranger, and there is a wonderfully comic interlude as 

the constable, who has clearly never been in such a 
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situation before, proceeds to make an arrest, although 

the only words that come to mind for such an occasion 

are: “Yer money or yer life”! The man is then escorted 

back to the cottage, where two officers from the jail 

and a local magistrate have arrived. The constable 

presents his prisoner, only to be told that he has the 

wrong man. 

 

As the reader might have guessed by now, the 

description of the wanted man fits the first stranger, 

not the third. The arrested man explains that he is the 

brother of the condemned man and had been on his 

way to visit him at the jail for the last time before his 

execution. On entering the cottage it had not been the 

sight of the hangman that had agitated him but that of 

his brother, and it was his fear of giving the game 

away and betraying the escapee that had caused him to 

flee the scene. Needless to say, the condemned man is 

never seen again, much to the relief of all concerned 

bar the hangman. 

 

Hardy gives the impression that “The Three Strangers” 

is based on local folklore, as is evident from the 

concluding line: “The arrival of the three strangers … 

is a story as well known as ever in the country about 

Higher Crowstairs”. Be that as it may, it certainly has 

elements that fit the tradition of local myth, such as the 

familiar pattern of simple country folk outwitting the 

machinations of authority, which is a theme that has 

always proved popular. There are also echoes of the 

Christmas story, involving as it does the celebration of 

a birth, shepherds, the visit of three people from afar, 

and even a Herod character in the form of the 

hangman. 

 

To a modern reader the story does not start well, due to 

Hardy’s convoluted prose style that produces the 

opening: “Among the few features of agricultural 

England which retain an appearance but little modified 

by the lapse of centuries may be reckoned the long, 

grassy and furzy downs, coombs, or ewe-leases, as 

they are called …” Hardy is more readable when 

giving dialogue rather than description, but the story is 

six pages old before the first character says anything. 

 

However, the effort of persevering is worthwhile; 

because once the story gets going it flows along at 

considerable pace. Particularly notable are the 

humours surrounding the constable, mentioned above, 

the interplay between the shepherd and his wife over 

how generous they should be towards the strangers, 

and the characterizations of the first two strangers. The 

overweening pride of the hangman, who rejoices in his 

trade, and the contrasting coolness under pressure of 

the condemned man, are very well done, with the 

scene in which the two return to the empty cottage and  

then part on amicable terms being a memorable one, 

especially as it lets the reader into a secret that is 

withheld from the other characters. 

 

Given the dramatic nature of the tale, and the reliance 

on a single scene for most of the action, it should not 

surprise anyone that Hardy later dramatized the story 

as “The Three Wayfarers”. It was first performed in 

1893 and by was staged by professional companies 

several times during Hardy’s lifetime. 

 

All in all, this is a very enjoyable story that is worth 

the trouble to discover and read. 

 

3. QUESTION AND ANSWERS 

1. What is the theme of the story "The Three 

Strangers" by Thomas Hardy?  

Ans: - Country folk and their strange country ways are 

a regular feature of Thomas Hardy’s work. They may 

not be lettered, well-read, or sophisticated, but they 

have a firm set of values that, more often than not, 

puts them on the right path in life. Above all, they 

have a very developed sense of justice, one that is 

often at variance with the law as it is written. 

 

When it comes to stealing sheep, the law is pretty 

clear: it’s a capital offense, to be punished by hanging. 

The first of the three strangers in the story, then, is in 

serious trouble if the forces of law and order should 

ever catch up with them. Thankfully for him, they 

don’t. But even if they did, the authorities would not 

gain the sympathy of the simple country folk in this 

neck of the woods. 
 

They know that the stranger only resorted to sheep-

rustling out of desperation, because he needed to feed 

his starving family. As far as the good folk of Higher 

Crow stairs, justice—which in this case would involve 

letting the sheep their go—is so much more important 

than following the letter of the law? 

 

Not for the first time in his work, Hardy presents his 

sturdy bucolics as being possessed of a set of values 

that sets them apart from the people in the towns and 

cities. Ultimately, it is their sense of justice that 

triumphs over the harshness of the law. 

 

2. How do the characters, setting, and plot 

contribute to the mood of the story?  

Ans: - The story takes place at Higher Crow stairs, the 

humble abode of a shepherd and his family who live in 

an isolated part of agricultural England. It is the mid 

19th century. We are made to believe that the shepherd 

is lucky to live in such an isolated place - he is 
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protected from the worst of the weather and seems to 

be thriving in the environment. 

 

On the night of the story, the shepherd is having a 

party of celebrate the birth and christening of his 

second daughter. Outside it is pouring rain, but inside 

the guests are comfortable: "Absolute confidence in 

each other's good opinion begat perfect ease." The 

theme of insularity is at play here. The guests all know 

each other, are isolated from the rest of the world, and 

seem happy. 

 

This happy scene is interrupted when a stranger 

appears. The dark, thin stranger upsets the merry 

affair. He is wet, poorly dressed, and happy to get out 

of the rain. 

 

3. What hints and clues suggest the real 

relationship among the three strangers?   

Ans: - The people at the christening party learn that 

the second stranger is the hangman, and they assume 

that the third stranger is the criminal whom the 

hangman is scheduled to execute. To these folks, the 

first stranger is a nobody. But they see this third 

stranger's pale face, trembling knees, and shaking 

hands, and when they witness him bolting from the 

house, these party attendees make up their minds that 

he was definitely the criminal and they should 

organize a party to chase after him. After all, if 

someone runs away, that means the person is guilty. 

Right? Maybe not. 

 

As readers who, unlike the party attendants, are 

probably paying very good attention to the details and 

not drinking mead or dancing until we're dizzy, we 

have a pretty good idea of who the first stranger really 

is! Although we'd have to guess about who that third 

stranger was and why he arrived, we've got a very 

good case here for pinning down the first stranger as 

the real criminal. 

 

4. How does the second stranger reveal his 

occupation? 

Ans: - In a challenge to our expectations as readers, 

Hardy makes the hangman in “The Three Strangers” a 

jolly soul who likes nothing better than to have a nice 

drink and sing merrily with the assembled guests at the 

christening party. On the face of it, this is the last man 

on earth we'd expect to make his living as a 

professional executioner. And yet that's precisely what 

he is. When he rocks up at Higher Crow stairs, then, 

he's making a business, not a social call. 

 

 

“Everything you can imagine is real.” 
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